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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

While the large stone dwelling st # 100 Pennsylvania Ave., has been
called the "Daniel Lee House" the building probably should not be seen as
his residence nor should Daniel Lee be considered as the buildér. Tt
is certain that he owned the building in 1877 but he only acqu;red it
the previous yesr. The building is believed to predate 1876.

The building which probablv was Lee's residence stood at the site of
# L2k Virginia Ave. (C. & P. Telephone Co.). No photographs of the building
o have been located and all that is known st present is thst it was a large
".ouble dwelling house" and that it was of frame construction (see attached
excerpt from “"Dsniel Lee House # 2v),

The building appearing on the 1877 Atlas is H-shaped with two blocks
that pun North-South being conunected by a recessed hypen. That feature is
long enough to give the building as a whole an East-West orientation.

The same structure appears on the Bromley Atlas of 1898 (still belonging
to the Lee family) and again in 1915. Deed 1201/437 (Dec. 11, 1941)
mentions the "house and lots wherin said Testatir (Lee) r681aed? but the
house does not appesar on a 1963 planning map and is presumed to have been
demolished during that twenty year period presumebly in the 1950's.
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be .found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.
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According to the Baltimore County Union August 8, 1903, in 1854 Enos Smedley
and his brother Nathan Amos Rutter both of West Chester, PA "and several others"
formed a2 company for the purpose of developing real estate. According to the
article, znd judging by the number of times their names appear on the 1877 Atlas,
these men were largely responsible for the shaping of the courthouse town. They
made larger purchases from principal landholders such as the Bosleys on the west
side of town and Paynes of the east, and divided it up into Avenues znd lois.

The article states that they "planted shade trees zlong the wide avenues,"™ thus
giving the town "its present parklike appearance,"

4lso from West Chester PA was one David M. KcConkey and his partner John
Eutter who was presumably related to Amos Rutter. The chain of title for the
"Daniel Lee House" leads back tc 1855 when Benjamin Payne and his wife sold

' t:icConkey and Rutter 18 acres of land on the east side of the Baltimore and York
‘Turnpike which adjeoined Adys lot (HNF 12/527). In 1876 Daniel Lee purchased the

lot on "the corner formed by the intersection of the east side of Delaware Ave

~ with the south side of Pernsylvania Ave."(JB 97/25$).. Apparently these streets

had not bteen laid or named when EcConkey and Rutter purchased the land twenty-two
years before. Deedbook 25/153, December 21, 1858, however, does describe a
lot on the intersection of Pennsylvania and Virginia Aves. ' '

The dates of the large stone dwelling which stands on the lot that Lee
purchased are uncertain and so is the name of its builder. Structural analysis
suggests that it is a pre-1870's building thus pointing away from Daniel Lee as
the buildér, although it is possible that he had leased this land before buying ,
it. VWhat happened during the twenty-two plus years thet McConkey and Rutter owned
this property is unclear. McConkey's will makes it certain that he did not live
in Towson and that he was an invester in many other properties in Pennsylvania,

Delaware and Hiséouri‘(WiilbookiJLR 3/ L33~ January 25, 1868). It is curious :
~ that two of the new streets rumning through his property should be named “Delaware"
- and"Pennsylvania® If the howse was an improvement or an investment or rental

property, it is not kncwn yet who the cccupants were before 1879. :

There is some Gdubt as well as to whether or not this particular house was
Lee's residence. The 1876 tax assessment shows Daniel Lee 2s the owner of half
a dozen houses and the "stone dwelling" was not the most highly valued. The

. frame house on Pennsylvania "beginning at Virginia Ave. and fronting on Jefferson"

| was valued at $300 more than the stone dwelling. Both houses were substantial

_but the 1876 Atlas also suggests that the frame house was the larger of the two.

+ Given his wealth, it seems logical to assume that Daniel Les'was the largest
| residence. Furthermore in his will of 1877 Lee leaves to his wife the two lots
"recently purchased" from Mary E. Wheeler and "...on which'now reside". Deedbook

80/568 (april 7, 1873) confirms that Lee bought the lots containing the large
house on the corner of Virginia and Pennsylvania Aves. from lrs. Wheeler three
years before buying the lot containing the stone dwelling. The Hopkins Atlas

of that same year shows the stone dwelling on a single lot and the frame dwelling

‘on a double lot. It may be intentional on Hopkins pertithat of dl1 of the lots
~ labled with his name the one containing the larger frame dwelling, Lee's residence,
* bears the largest print. '

Following Lee's death legal proceedings recorded in Judicial Records 113/L67

{April 16, 1879) give gquite a bit of information concerning his estate. Lee
-actually owned eight houses; two of which were double dwellings that apparently
by 1881 were all in poor condition. Assuming that Mrs. Lee remained in her
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% husbands dwelling , testimony provided by Daniel Lee's granddaughterranny L.
+ Conner, is enlightening. She testifies that all of her grandfather's houses need
. paint and carpentry work and says: '

"The house in which my grandmother and myself reside need(s) painting
both inside and out, the south side of it is bare the paint having been
peeled off, this house needs a good deal cof work tc be done by carpenters
who say that some of the timbers and weatherboarding are so rotten that

- they will have to be replaced...”

It is evident that Daniel Leé'é widow was living in a frame house not a stone

. dwelling.

¥hile this information pomts strongly towards Daniel Lee as having resided

in the larger frame house which stood on the southeast corner of V:Lrgln:_a and
. : Pennsylvania Aves. it does not explain who occupied the stone dwelling. The
- previcusly referred to Judicial Proceedings do 1list the occupants of the houses

on the Daniel Tee estate. Testimony is not specific as to which persons lived -
in which house. Given the tradition of this dwelling having been a "Lee house",
however, it may be important to note that John Wesley Lee "senior member of J.W.
Lee and Son" is one of the occupants and one of the testifying witnesses as well.
It may be that he was the occupant of the stone dwelling in at least 1879.

- '4%»{77‘
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TITLE SEARCH for WHEELER - LEE HOUSE

Lot # L6  100' x 150!

Liber SWOk, Folio L89 October 22, 1973
Grantor: Four Star Co.
Grantee: Ester M, Levin et. 3l.

"Beginning.at corner formed by intersection of south side of Penn-
sylvania Ave. with east side of Virginia Ave..."

GLD 200, Folio 475 August 20, 1951
Grantor: Earle Lipchin Realty
Grantee: Four Star Co.

TBS 1812, Folio 8l
Grantors T. Coeney trustee
Grantee: Lipchin for Wallrick estate

See Equity #51/212 Maude R. Thomas et. al. vs. Theodore Robinson et. al.

CHK 1201, Folio L37 December 11, 1941
Grantor: Jas. C. L. Anderson
Grantee: Guy Wallrick

Jas. C. L. Anderson was son of Fannie Louise Connor, heir of Daniel
and Louisa E. Lee and recipient of the ®house and lots wherin said
Testatir (Lee) resided.®

Liber 1023, Folio 85 January 26, 1938
Grantors  Harriet Chew
Grantee: Jas.‘C. L. Anderson

-Lease dating from 1887 and 1858

Liber 159, Folio 49 February 26, 1887
Grantor: Eliza P. Higil
Grantee: Horriet Chew

Liber 80, Folio 568 April 7, 1873
Grantor: Mary Wheeler
Grantee: Daniel Lee

Liber 48, 12} March 2, 1866
Grantor: Henry L. Bowen
Grantee: Lewis Wheeler
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Liber 36, Folio 497 February 1L, 1863
Grantors Anne Cooper
Grantee: H. L. Bowen

Liber 25, Folio 193 December 21, 1858
Grantor: B. Payne

Grantees Anne C. Cooper et. al., including McConky and Rutter
"Beginning at intersection of Virginia snd Pennsylvania Aves.”

-99 year lease

Trust Estate of Daniel lee dec, . _
Equity docket 7/55 etc.

Judicisl Record 143/L67 April 16, 1879
Auditors report on Lee egtate

Testimony of decendents. His granddaughter Fanny L. Connor:

Six single and two double dwelling houses, all need paint, some
badly and carpentry work. "The house in which my grandmother and
myself reside need painting both inside and out, the south side of
it is bare the paint having been peeled off, this house needs a good
deal of work to be done by carpenters who say that some of the timbers
and westherboarding are so rotten that they will have to be replaced..."

Many et. 3l, saying the same about all of these houses. dJ. Wesley
Lee lives in one of them, he is the senior mamber of #J, W. Lee % Son®

UAl]l of the houses need repairing badly which should have been
made long ago. I mean painting and so..."

Equity Papers Debit
Five ground rents on both sides of Delaware Ave.
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